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REPENTANCE: Change of one’s mind to respect God for
who He is and obey Him. It implies forsaking behavior that
God calls evil (wickedness) and embracing that which He
calls good (righteousness). It is thus coming to an agreement
with Him about what sin is and turning away from it. It is
man’s response to God’s love demonstrated in the sacrifice
of Jesus the Messiah (John 3:16) and is the motion of a
contrite heart that is broken about past self-willed rebellion
towards God. It is required for the forgiveness of sins (Acts
2:38; Acts 3:19) and the receiving of God’s gift of eternal life.
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SIN: Transgression of God’s law (1 John 3:4). It is going our
own ways and disregarding God and his ways; it is
disobeying God, not loving Him, rebelling against Him. Sin
brings separation between God and man (Isaiah 59:2), and
ultimately utter destruction, while the alternative to that is
what the preaching of the Gospel is about: salvation through
faith in Jesus the Messiah, which entails being reconciled to
God, receiving his gift of eternal life and coming to have
fellowship and an intimate spiritual relationship with Him.
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FAITH: Faithfulness to obey God’s commandments, which
produces righteousness (1 John 3:7; Romans 6:16). Having
faith towards God or faith in Jesus is being faithful to practice
the teachings of Jesus and so be his disciple who trusts,
loves and follows Him (Luke 9:23; John 14:15-21) as the only
way to the Father (John 14:6). He came into the world to set
an example of life centered on loving God, that is, being
obedient to Him, and loving others as oneself, that is, treating
them like one would want to be treated (Matthew 7:12).
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BEING BORN AGAIN: It is the response of God (Yahweh) to
those who repent. They are given a new life in which they are
free to serve God (do his will) rather than to be in bondage to
sin. It is an act of God’s will (John 1:13; 3:6-7) and the result
of having received the Holy Spirit of God (Acts 5:32;
Ephesians 1:13), a token of the gift of eternal life promised in
the Gospel (Romans 6:23). The way of operation of that is
through the living word of God from the bible that is heard
and believed and so is acted upon (John 8:31-36).
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